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MINUTES OF LYMPSHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING   15/11/2021  
 
Councillors Present:  Mr B. Gooding (Acting Chairman), Ms H. Allsopp, Mr. Hinton, Mr R. Leveridge,  
Mr G. Tuttiett, Mrs. H. White and County Cllr. B.Filmer Also Attending:  Mrs S. Ferguson (Clerk). 
 Minutes were taken by the Clerk.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm 
 

LPC81/21 Apologies and Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: 

  Mrs. A. Bennett (Chairman) Apologies given and accepted 

 Cllr. R. Leveridge-Declaration of Interest in Item 9 of Agenda 

 Cllr. G.Tuttiett- Declaration of Interest in Planning Application 31/21/00027 
 

LPC82/21 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th October 2021 
 It was resolved to approve the minutes of 18th October 2021- Unanimous. 
 
LPC 83/21 Planning Applications for consideration: 

 (County Councillor Mr B. Filmer left the room prior to this) 

 31/21/00027 The Retreat, North Road, Lympsham, BS24 0HS. Proposed creation of kidney shaped 
pond with surrounding fence. –It was resolved to support this application as it would improve 
conditions for wildlife in the area. One abstention.  

(County Cllr B. Filmer re-joined the meeting.) 
LPC84/21 The Clerk explained the Village Christmas tree for memorial Corner would be supplied by Eden 
Greenery in exchange for a free advertisement in Lympsham News. 
LPC85/21 Cllr H. Allsopp spoke on behalf of Love Lympsham. It was resolved to honour ‘in good faith’ the 
donation made for the band recently. 
LP86/21 It was resolved to ask the Clerk to organise a Presentation for outstanding service to the 
community  
LPC87/21 The lighting at Car Base was discussed, and it was resolved to ask the Clerk to write to the 
Manager to ask if the lighting could be checked as it appeared to be shining directly out into the main road 
at night. 
LPC88/21 The Clerk mentioned a few items of Correspondence, but most were covered under the Agenda 
and reports. 
LPC89/21 An application for a grant to help with the costs of the maintenance of the churchyard was 
discussed and it was resolved to offer a slightly higher amount of £750.00 this year to help offset the felling 
of a wych elm  
LPC90/21 A brief discussion on the Budget for 20222-2023 was held. The Clerk had not yet received the tax 
base figures for next year, so a final decision on Precept would be made in December’s meeting. Cllr. R. 
Leveridge proposed that the Clerk’s hours should be increased from twelve to fourteen a week to cover 
extra duties since the last review which was nearly 15 years ago. It was resolved to increase the hours from 
1st April 2022.  
Financial Report and to formally approve payments for November 2021 (shown below): 

a. Clerk Salary+ Quarterly expenses =£699.56 

b. Whitehouse Kennels (dog bins) =£96.00 

c. PGC Contracting (Grounds Maintenance) = £206.00 

d. Refund to Clerk for payment to S. Prowton for clearance around oak tree= £30.00 

e. Somerset Playing Fields Association Annual Fee = £15.00 
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f. Sedgemoor DC (play area bins) = £97.66 

(The figures shown below include payments above). 

 C/A =£8032.77 

D/A =£28,800.00 (Made up of £1625.00 Village Event Funds, £16,789.06, Climate Change Grant, £5234.94 

CIL, £584.57 Lympsham in Bloom funds, £967.64 Gardening Club funds and £3598.79 Capital Reserves)  

VAT (To reclaim) = £967.64 

Player –Mason A/C=£2406.15 

It was resolved to approve the above payments. 

 

LPC91/21 Reports 

CLERK REPORT 

The Clerk has informed Members that Chairman Aline Bennett is now back at home after her stay in 

hospital. The whole Council and Clerk sent their best wishes to Chairman Bennett. 

Advertisement payments for Lympsham News are still coming in and to date £2115.00 has been received. 

A final reminder will be sent to those who have not yet paid. 

The Clerk has started to prepare the Budget for 2022-2023 and Members saw the first draft in October. 

The tax base still has not been set by Sedgemoor, so it is likely that a more detailed look at implications for 

Precept request will not be available until the meeting in December. 

The Clerk has tried to make contact with PCSO Steve Hemmett, to organise a chat with him about speed in 

the village and any possible help from Avon and Somerset that is available. He has been sent the dates of 

the next few meetings of the Parish Council, but if these do not match his shift pattern, the Clerk has 

suggested a meeting at the community café on another day. 

Eden Greenery are supplying a Community Christmas Tree for Memorial Corner in return for an advert in 

the Lympsham News.   

The Clerk attended the first meeting of a Committee last night to organise a Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

on Friday 3rd June 2022. Eleven other people attended, and three sent apologies. Vicky Robinson will Chair 

the Committee, and Julia Rosser will take Vice Chair. A basic structure for the day has been agreed and the 

next meeting is planned for Wednesday 12th January 2022. Thank you to all who attended and came 

forward with ideas. 

GENERAL REPORTS 

Neighbourhood Watch: Possible poaching in fields in East Brent, and farm machinery stolen from 

Rooksbridge (Farm Watch). 

Lympsham Academy and Pre-school: Nothing to report. 

Sports Club: A Beaujolais Nouveau evening with French cuisine will take place on 19th November 

Village Events: The W.I. have once again presented the village with a magnificent display made from 

handcrafted poppies on Memorial Corner for Remembrance Day. It is truly spectacular and has been 

mentioned on BBC Radio Somerset  
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Manor Hall: Academy agreed to accept £150.00 contribution for electricity in 2021 

Highways: Defects reported and marked on roads waiting for repair team 

Play Area:  PGC Contracting reported the bolt was now missing on black gate, Play area and Defibrillator 

checks carried out and report sent to Ambulance service. 

Grounds Maintenance and General Maintenance Issues: PGC Contracting has completed the final cut of the 

year. The Clerk sent thanks for their continued service to the Parish.  

Drainage Issues: None reported.  

Footpaths: Historic enquiry about footpath route in Eastertown. 

 

Lympsham in Bloom 2021/22? The 'Thank You' Coffee & Cake morning will be held at the Pavilion on the 

morning of Saturday 20th November to show appreciation of help received from residents; it is hoped that 

there will be some discussion as to the way forward into next year. 

 
St. Christopher's Church Re-ordering: Various diagrams have been forwarded to the Diocese showing the 
flexibility of seating arrangements that are envisaged within proposed plans. 

Quotations re the felling of the wych elm have been received from local firms & a contractor has been 
requested to carry out the work as soon as possible. 

District and County Reports: Councillor B.Filmer updated the Members on Covid-19 infection rates, local 
uptake on vaccinations and booster jabs ,  Local Government review and possible election dates which will 
be decided in the next few weeks. 

Items for next meeting;  

 Clerk to write to resident regarding use of land for possible housing for retired residents’ / nature area 
for community.  

 Clerk to check on costs for replacement football goals 

 Tree planting –areas to be considered. 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 20th December 2021 
 

The meeting ended at   8.31pm 


